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scope, medical libraries being few, with what success is it
likely to be attended ? The answers to these questions would
be found in a short account of the rise and progress of the
Association of Medical Librarians of the United States, and
of the results accomplished by its exchange. The relative

positions of Great Britain and the United States in regard
to the number of medical libraries already in active exist-
ence were also considered. Details cannot be given in this
abstract, but Mr. Barlow’s deductions were as follows.

Taking as criteria (1) the rise and progress of the medical

library movement in the United States, and (2) the com-
paratively extensive resources of medical literature in Great
Britain, Mr. Barlow considered that we had a clear and con-
clusive answer to the question, With what success is it likely
to be attended ? The Exchange Bureau in the United States
was a successful working organisation. Material benefits
were derived from it. The adoption of a similar exchange by
the Medical Library Association was a sound and useful

object, and should the merits of the association rest merely
on the strength of the material benefits it was likely to offer,
rather than on the more worthy principle of stimulating the
medical library movement generally, there was a satisfactory
answer to the former question, Of what use to our library can
such an organisation be ? Mr. Barlow also dealt with another
of the important objects of the association, the increasing of
facilities for reference work.

Mr. A. L. CLARKE (Assistant Editor and Cataloguer,
Royal Society of Medicine) presented a valuable paper on
Abstracts and Extracts in General and Scientific Literature.
He dealt in turn with general, educational, scientific,
and legal literature. Brief abstracts, giving just enough
information, should contain (1) the author’s opinion in a few
words ; (2) an outline of statistics (if given) ; and (3) a con-
cise description of the method detailed, whether of a labora-
tory process, of a technical or manufacturing process, or that
of a particular medical treatment or a surgical operation.
Anything less than that was valueless. More than once he
bad seen the following annotation in a review of current
literature, "The title of the paper sufficiently indicates its

contents," or something to that effect, and no more. That
was the reductio ad absurdum of abstracting.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN 77 of the largest English towns 8678 births and 3603
deaths were registered during the week ending August 13th.
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
been equal to 11 3 and 10 7 per 1000 in the two preceding
weeks, rose again to 11’ 1 in the week under notice. During
the first six weeks of the current quarter the annual death-
rate in these towns averaged only 11 ’1 1 per 1000, and in
London during the same period the death-rate, calculated on
the probably over-estimated population, did not exceed 10’5 5
per 1000. The lowest reported annual rates of mortality
during last week in these 77 towns were 3 5 in Leyton, 5 - 1 1
in Walthamstow, 5.3 in Hornsey, and 5 5 in Devonport ;
the rates in the rest of the 77 towns ranged upwards to
17.8 in Sunderland, 18-8 in Barrow-in-Furness, 20-3 in
Tynemouth, and 20-7 in Bootle. In London the reported
death-rate last week was again so low as 10’ per
1000. The 3603 deaths registered last week in the
77 towns showed an increase of but 127 upon the

exceptionally low number in the previous week, and
included 434 which were referred to the principal epidemic
diseases, against 353 and 347 in the two preceding weeks ; of
these 434 deaths, 192 resulted from diarrhoea, 95 from
measles, 79 from whooping-cough, 30 from diphtheria, 26
from scarlet fever, and 12 from enteric fever, but not
one from small-pox. The mean annual rate of mortality
from these epidemic diseases in the 77 towns last week was
equal to 1. per 1000, against 1.1 in each of the three
preceding weeks. No death from any of these epidemic
diseases was registered last week in Walthamstow, South-
ampton, Plymouth, Norwich, Northampton, Hornsey, or in
ten other smaller towns ; the annual death-rates therefrom
ranged upwards, however, to 4-4 in Bootle, 4-5 in Wigan,
4-6 in Tynemouth, and 4 9 in Barrow-in-Furness.
The deaths attributed to diarrhcea in the 77 towns,
which had been 102, 120, and 115 in the three pre-
ceding weeks, rose last week to 192 ; the highest

annual rates from this cause during the week were

2.4 in Burnley and in Middlesbrough, 2-6 in Rhondda,
3-4 in Wigan, and 4-4 in Bootle. The 95 fatal cases of
measles showed a further slight increase upon the numbers
in the two preceding weeks, and caused the highest annual
rates of 1-3 in Sunderland, 1.8 in Tynemouth, and 4-1 in
Barrow-in-Furness. The 79 deaths from whooping-cough
exceeded by but 1 the number in the previous week ; this
disease caused a rate equal to 2 - .8 in Tynemouth. The 30
deaths from diphtheria showed a decline of 3 from the
number in the previous week, and included 6 in London,
4 in Manchester, 3 in Hull, and 2 both in Birmingham and
in Leeds. The 26 fatal cases of scarlet fever, showing a
slight increase upon the low numbers in recent weeks,
included 2 each in Portsmouth, Stoke-on-Trent, Manchester,
and Sheffield, and 3 in Rhondda. The 12 deaths referred
to enteric fever were fewer by 3 than those in the

previous week, and included 4 in London and 2
in Nottingham. The number of scarlet fever patients
under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums and
in the London Fever Hospital, which had been 1563
and 1523 in the two preceding weeks, had further
declined to 1490 on Saturday last ; 163 new cases of this
disease were admitted to these hospitals during last week,
against 173, 179, and 165 in the three preceding weeks.
No case of small-pox was under treatment in the Metro-

politan Asylums at the end of the week. The 962 deaths
registered in London during last week included 113 which
were referred to pneumonia and other diseases of the

respiratory system, showing a decline of 11 from the
number in the previous week, and were 14 below the
corrected average number in the corresponding week of the
five years 1905-09. The causes of 23, or 0 6 per cent., of
the deaths registered during the week in the 77 towns were
not certified either by a registered medical practitioner or
by a coroner. All the causes of death registered during the
week were duly certified in London, Leeds, Bristol, West
Ham, Bradford, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Nottingham, and in 55
other smaller towns ; the 23 uncertified causes of death in
the 77 towns included 3 in Liverpool, and 2 each in St.
Helens, Bury, Huddersfield, Sheffield, Hull, and South
Shields. 

____

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

In eight of the principal Scotch towns 836 births and 460
deaths were registered during the week ending August 13th.
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
been equal to 12’7 7 and 12’3 per 1000 in the two preceding
weeks, rose again to 12-7 in the week under notice.

During the first six weeks of the current quarter the
death-rate in these towns averaged 12 - 4 per 1000, and
exceeded by 1.3 the mean rate during the same period in
the 77 largest English towns. The annual death-rates
last week in these eight Scotch towns ranged from
7.8 and 9.5 in Leith and Paisley, to 19.8 8 in Greenock
and 21.0 0 in Perth. The 460 deaths from all causes

in the eight towns last week showed an increase of 15

upon the number in the previous week, and included 58
which were referred to the principal epidemic diseases,
against 58, 46, and 44 in the three preceding weeks ; of these
58 deaths, 35 resulted from diarrhoea, 9 from whooping-
cough, 4 from measles, 4 from diphtheria, 3 from scarlet
fever, and 3 from " fever," but not one from small pox. The
mean annual rate of mortality from these epidemic diseases
in the eight towns last week was equal to 1.6 per 1000,
against 1. 3 from the same diseases in the 77 English
towns. The deaths in the eight towns attributed to

diarrhoea, which had been 20 and 26 in the two preceding
weeks, further rose to 35 last week, of which 21
occurred in Glasgow, 5 in Dundee, and 3 both in Edin-

burgh and in Aberdeen. Six of the 9 fatal cases of whooping-
cough, and 2 each of measles, scarlet fever, and diph-
theria, were returned in Glasgow. The 3 deaths referred
to "fever" in the eight towns corresponded with the
number in the previous week, and included 2 in Glasgow
and 1 in Dundee ; 2 were certified as enteric fever and 1 as
cerebro-spinal meningitis. The deaths referred to diseases
of the respiratory system in the eight towns, which had
been 61 and 59 in the two preceding weeks, further declined
to 47 in the week under notice, and were 1 below the number
in the corresponding week of last year. The causes of 16,
or 3  5 per cent., of the deaths in the eight towns last week
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were not certified or not stated ; in the 77 English towns 
the proportion of uncertified causes of death last week did 
not exceed 0 - 6 per cent. 

- 

1

HEALTH OF IRISH TOWNS. ]
In 22 town districts of Ireland, having an estimated popula-

tion of 1,151,790 persons, 604 births and 346 deaths were
registered during the week ending August 13th. The mean 
annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been
equal to 16’2 and 15’3 per 1000 in the two preceding
weeks, rose again to 15’ 7 in the week under notice. During
the first six weeks of the current quarter the annual
death-rate in these Irish towns averaged 16 - 0 per 1000 ;
the mean rate during the same period did not exceed
11.1 in the 77 largest English towns and 12-4 in the eight
principal Scotch towns. The annual death-rate during last
week was equal to 17-9 in Dublin, 13-6 in Belfast, 15-1 1
in Cork, 14-4 in Londonderry, 10-9 in Limerick, and 27-3 3
in Waterford; the mean annual death-rate last week in
the 16 smallest of these Irish towns was equal to 15.5

per 1000. The 346 deaths from all causes in the 22 town
districts last week showed an increase of but 9 upon
the low number returned in the previous week, and
included 46 which were referred to the principal epi-
demic diseases, against 32 and 35 in the two previous
weeks ; these 46 deaths were equal to an annual
rate of 2.1 per 1000 ; the rate last week from the
same diseases did not exceed 1.3 per 1000 in the
77 English towns and 1.6 in the eight Scotch towns.
The 46 deaths from these epidemic diseases in the Irish
towns last week included 34 from diarrhoea, 6 from
measles, 4 from whooping-cough, and 1 each from scarlet
fever and simple fever ; but not one either from small-pox,
or diphtheria, or enteric fever. The deaths attributed to
diarrhoea in the 22 towns, which had been 9 and 16 in the
two previous weeks, further rose to 34 last week, of which
14 occurred both in Dublin and in Belfast. Four of the 6
fatal cases of measles were returned in Belfast, and 3 of the
4 deaths from whooping. cough in Dublin. The death from
scarlet fever occurred in Dublin. The deaths in the 22 towns
last week included 39 which were referred to pneumonia
and other diseases of the respiratory system, against 59 and
44 in the two preceding weeks. The causes of 10, or 2-9 

per cent., of the deaths registered last week in the Irish
towns were not certified; in the 77 English towns the pro-
portion of uncertified causes of death last week did not
exceed 0.6 per cent., while it was equal to 3 5 per cent. in
the eight Scotch towns. 

--

VITAL STATISTICS OF LONDON DURING JULY, 1910.
In the accompanying table will be found summarised

complete statistics relating to sickness and mortality in the
City of London and in each of the metropolitan boroughs.
With regard to the notified cases of infectious diseases, it

appears that the number of persons reported to be suffering
from one or other of the nine diseases specified in the
table was equal to an annual rate of 4.1 per 1000
of the population, estimated at 4,872,702 persons in the
middle of the year. In the three preceding months
the rates were 4-2, 3-9, and 4-0 per 1000 respectively
The lowest rates last month were recorded in Fulham,
Chelsea, the City of Westminster. Hampstead, Hackney.
Holborn, and Greenwich ; and the highest rates in Hammer-
smith, St. Pancras, Finsbury, Bethnal Green, Poplar,
Bermondsey, Lewisham, and Woolwich. Two cases of
small-pox were notified during the month, one belong-
ing to Shoreditch and one to Woolwich. The pre-
valence of scarlet fever slightly exceeded that recorded in
either of the two preceding months ; this disease was pro-
portionally most prevalent in St. Pancraa, Poplar,
Bermondsey, Lambeth, Deptford, and Lewisham. The

Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals contained 1530 scarlet
fever patients at the end of last month, against 1489, 1422,
and 1358 at the end of the three preceding months ; the

weekly admissions averaged 190, against 183, 177, and 180
in the three preceding months. Diphtheria also was more
prevalent in July than it was in May or June ; among the
several boroughs this disease showed the greatest pro-

portional prevalence in Hammersmith, Stoke Newingtnn,
the City of London, Betlmal Green, Bermondsey, Greenwich,
Lewisham, and Woolwich. There were 613 diphtheria
patients under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums
HosDitals at the end of last month, against 794, 734. and

73 at the end of the three preceding months; the weekly
dmissions averaged 85, against 75, 73, and 80 in the
,hree preceding months. Enteric fever was slightly more pre-
alent than it had been in other recent months ; the greatest
proportional prevalence of this disease last month was
- ecorded in Hammersmith, the City of Westminster, St.
Marylebone, Hackney, Stepney, Southwark, and Camberwell.
rhe number of enteric fever patients under treatment in
the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals, which had been 66, 60,
and 46 at the end of the three preceding months, had
further declined to 45 at the end of last month ; the weekly
admissions averaged 6, against 8 in each of the two pre-
ceding months. Erysipelas was proportionally most pre-
valent last month in Kensington, Finsbury, Bethnal Green,
Poplar, Bermondsey, and Camberwell. The 23 cases of

puerperal fever notified during the month included 4 in
Bethnal Green, 3 in Islington, and 2 each in St. Pancras
and Wandsworth. Of the 9 cases notified as cerebro-spinal
meningitis, 2 belonged to Stepney.
The mortality statistics in the table relate to the deaths of

persons actually belonging to the several boroughs, the deaths
occurring in institutions having been distributed among
the boroughs in which the deceased persons had pre.
viously resided ; the death-rates are further corrected for
variations in the sex and age constitution of the popu.
lation of the several boroughs. During the four weeks

ending July 30th the deaths of 3693 London residents
were registered, equal to a corrected annual death.
rate of 10-4 per 1000 ; in the three preceding months
the rates were 14-0, 12-4, and 10-6 per 1000. The
death-rates last month ranged from 6-6 in Green.
wich, 8 - 0 in Hampstead, 8-4 in Lewisham, 8.6 in Wands.
worth, and 8’9 in Chelsea and in Hackney, to 12-8 in
Finsbury, 13.4 in Southwark, 13.6 in Shoreditch, 13’7 in
Bermondsey, 14 - 0 in Holborn, and 14 - 3 in Poplar The 3693
deaths from all causes included 314 which were referred to
the principal infectious diseases ; of these, 126 resulted from
measles, 19 from scarlet fever, 22 from diphtheria, 81
from whooping-cough, 8 from enteric fever, and 58
from diarrhoea, but not any from small-pox, from typhus,
or from ill-defined pyrexia. The lowest death-rates from
these infectious diseases last month were recorded in

Kensington, the City of Westminster, Hackney, Holborn,
Wandsworth, and Greenwich; and the highest rates in

Paddington, St. Pancras, Stoke Newington, Shoreditch,
Southwark, Bermondsey, and Camberwell. The 126 fatal
cases of measles slightly exceeded the corrected average
number for the corresponding period of the five preceding
years ; this disease was proportionally most fatal in
Chelsea, St. Pancras, Shoreditch, Southwark, Bermondsey,
and Camberwell. The 19 deaths from scarlet fever
were equal to only one-half of the corrected average
number ; of these 19 deaths, 3 belonged to Camberwell, and
2 each to Paddington, St. Pancras, Poplar, Lambeth, and
Lewisham. The 22 fatal cases of diphtheria were 13 fewer
than the corrected average number, and included 5 in

Lewisham, and 2 each in Hampstead, Islington, Southwark,
! Battersea, and Camberwell. The 81 deaths from whooping-
3cough were equal to the corrected average number for the

corresponding period of the five preceding years ; the greatest
, proportional mortality from this disease was recorded in
, Paddington, Hampstead. Stoke Newington, Holborn, Shore-
- ditch, and Stepney. The 8 deaths from enteric fever were

, 
5 below the corrected average, and included 2 in Islington.

f The 58 fatal cases of diarrhoea were only about one-third
- of the corrected average number in the corresponding period
- of the five preceding years ; this disease was proportionally
1 most fatal in Paddington, Hammersmith, Fulham, Shoreditch,
- and Poplar. In conclusion, it may be stated that the
, aggregate mortality in London last month from these

e principal infectious diseases was nearly 31 per cent. below
the average.

0 UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE.&mdash;In succession to
Mr. E C. C. Baly, who has been appointed professor of

chemistry in the University of Liverpool, Dr. R. H. Aders-
Plimmer and Dr. W. B. Tuck have been appointed teachers

t, of chemistry to medical students at University College,
t, London. Mr. H. J. Page has been appointed demonstrator
ia in chemistry and physiological chemistry to medical student?.
ns Vacation courses in chemistry, physics, biology, anatomy,
id and physiology for medical students begin on Sept. 1st.
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